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Marr. vil vi. 13, 14. 


Enter ye in at the firait Gate; for 
Fs which beth ts Be. 
ay wh: fo 
and many there be, which go in there- 
ar 
Becauſe frait is the Gate, and 
narrou is the Way which leadeth unte 
Life, and few "there be 22 
8 | 


1. UR Lord Mad dd s 
O of the Dangers which eaſily 

beſet us at our firſt Entrance 

upon real Religion, the Hindrances 

which naturally ariſe from within, from 
the Wickedneſs of our own Hearts: 

| A 2 EN” 


(4Y 
Now proceeds to apprize us of the 
Hindrances from without, particularly 
ill Example and ill Advice. By one or | 
the other of theſe, Thouſands who once 
ran well, have drawn back unto Perdi-- 
tion: Tea, many of thoſe. who were, 
not Noyices in Religion, who had made 
ſome Progreſs in Righteoufneſs. His 
Caution therefore againſt theſe, he preſ- 
ſes upon us, with all poſſible Earneſt- 
neſs, and re again and again, in 
Variety 1 leſt by any 
| Maes — ſhould let it flip. Thus, 
_ effeftually to guard us againſt the for- 
mer, Enter" ye in, faith he, af be ftrait 
| Gate: For wide is the' Gate and broad 
is the Way that leadeth to Deftruttion, 
and many there be which go in thereat : 
Becauſe ftrait is the Gate and narrow 
is the Way which leadeth unto Life, and 
| few there be that find it. To ſecure 
us from the latter, Beware, ſaith he, 

of falſe Prophets. We ſhall at preſent 
_ confider the former only. | 
2. Enter ye in, faith our bleſſed Lord, 

| at the Arait Gate; for wide is the Gate 
and broad is the, N, ay that leadeth to 
Deſtruction, and many there be which go 
in thereat : Becauſe ſtrait is the 3 


(5 
and narrow is the Way which leadeth 
unto Life, and Jew there be that find 
it. 

3. In theſe Words we may obſerve, 
Firft, The inſeparable Properties of the 
Way to Hell: Wide is 5 Gate, Broad 
the Way that leadeth to  Deſtruttion, and 
many there be that go in tbertat: Se- 
condly, The inſeparable Properties of 
the Way to Heaven : Strait is that Gate, 
and few there be that find it: Thirdly, 
A ſerious Exhortation grounded there- 
on, Enter Ye in at the ſtrait Gate. 


L 1: We may obſerve, Firſt, The 
_ inſeparable Properties of the Way to 
Hell: Wide is the Gate, and broad is the 
Way, that eadeth to Defrution, ang 
many there be that go in theroat. . 

Wide indeed is the Gate, and broad 
the Way that leadeth to Deſtruction. 


For Sin is the Gate of Hell, and Wick- 


edneſs the Way to Deſtruction. And 
how wide a Gate is that of Sin ? How 
broad is the Way of Wickedneſs? ? The 
Commandment of GOD js exceeding 
broad, as extending not only to all. our 
Actions, of to every Word which 
goeth © out our Lips.” yea, every 
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Thought that riſes in our Heart. And 
Sin is equally broad with the Com- 
mandment, ſeeing any Breach of the 
Commandment is Sin. Lea, rather it 
is, a thouſand Times broader: Since 
there f is only one. Way of keeping the 
Commandment: For we do. not pro- 
fly keep it, unleſs both the Thing 
done, 'the Manner of doing it, and 
all the other. Circumſtances are right. 
But there are a thouſand, Ways of breaæ- 
| ing every Commandment, .. Sq tat; this 
Sate is wide indeed. | 
To conſider this a little more par- 
ticularly. . How wide do thoſe Parent 
Sins extend,' from which all the reſt de- 
rive their Being | ? That . carnal Mind 
which is Enmity againft GOD, Pride of 
Heart, Self-will 40 Love of the World? 
Can we fix any, Bounds to them? Do 
they not diffuſe themſelves, through all 
our Thoughts, and mingle with all our 
. Tempers ? Are they not the Leaven 
Which leavens, more. or leſs, the whole 
Maſs of our Affections? May we not 
on a cloſe and faithful Examination « 
ourſelves, perceive theſe Roots of Bit- 
terneſs, continually - ſpringing up, ny 
1 al our * 5 n e 
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our Actions? And how innumerable an 
Offspring do they bring forth, in every 
Age and Nation? Even enough to co- 


ver the whole h with . on: 
* e 2205 


whether —— G OD or our Noa 


bour, not which Imagination might : 


paint, but which may be Matter of 
daily melancholy Experience Nor 
need we range over all the, Earth to 
find them, Survey any one Kingdom, 
any ſingle Country, or City or Town, 
and how plenteous is this Harveſt ? And 
let it not be one of theſe, which are 
ſtill oyerſpread with Mahometan or Pa- 
gan Darkneſs: But ef thoſe which 
name the Name of Chriſt, which pro- 

feſs to N the Light of his — 
Goſpel. Go. no farther than the King- 
dom to which we belong, the City 


wherein we are now. We call our- 


ſelves Chriſtians: Yea, and chat of the 
E 3, we, are Proteſtants; re- 
formed Chriſtians! But alas]! who ſhall 


carry on the Reformation of gut Opi- 
vjions into our Hearts and Lives ? 


En pot: a Cauſe? For how inqu- 
Fmt S 3 merable 
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(3) 
merable are our Sins? And thofe of 
the deepeſt Dye ? Do not the 
——— of every Kind, abound 
us from Day to Day? Do not 


Sins of every Sort cover the Land, as 


- the Waters cover the Sea? [Who can 
count them ? Rather go and eount the 
5 of Rain, or Sands on the 
Sea-ſhore. So wide-is the Gate, fo broad 
is the Way that leadeth to Deſtructian. 


9 Aud many there be who go in at that x 


a: Many who walk in that Way. 


Almoſt as many as go in at the Gate 


of Death, as ſink into the Chambers 
of the Grave, For it cannot be de- 


eart) that even in this Which is 


of 
called: © Chriſtin ' Countty;" the Gehe. 


"of every Age and Berz f 
and Employment, of er 
Rank and Degree, — and — 2 1. 8 
and pobr, are walking in 
Deſtruction. The far greater wrt Par of 
the Inhabitants of this Gin”: ey 
Day he in Sin; in fome- palpable, 
habirual, known of che 


viſible 


nied, (though neicher can we acknow- 
it but _ Shame and ' Sorrow 


profeſs" to obſerve : Tea; in 
ſome % Tranſgrefſion, eme grofs, . 


( 9)? 


viſlble Kind of Ungodlineſs or Un- 
righteouſneſs, ſome open Violation of 
their Duty, either to GO D or Man. 
Theſe then, none can deny, are all in 
the Way that leadeth to Deſtruction. 
Add to theſe, thoſe who have a Name 
indeed that they live, but were never 
yet alive to GO D: Thoſe that out- 
wardly ap 
wardly 'fnll of all Uncleanneſs: Full 
of Pride or Vanity ; of Anger, 'or Re- 
venge; of Ambition. or Covetouſneſs : 
Lovers of themſelves, ' Lovers of the 
World; Lovers of Pleaſure more than 


Lovers of GOD. Theſe indeed may be 


highly eſteemed of Men; but they are 
an Abomination to the Lord; And how 

will theſe Saints of the World 
well the Number of the Children of 


Hell? Yea, add all, whatever they be 


in other Reſpects, whether they have 


more or leſs: of the Form of Godli- 


neſs, who being ignorunt of G O D's 
Righteouſneſs,” and ſeeking to eſtabliſb 


their own Righteouſneſs, as the Ground 


of their Reconciliation to G O. D and 


Acceptance with him, of Conſequence 
have not ſubmitted themſelves unto. the 


Righteouſneſs which is of GOD by Faith. 
1 Now 


fair to Men, but are in- 
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Fields and Voke 
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(20) 
Now all theſe Things joined: together- 


mm one, how; terribly true is our Lord's 
Aſſertion, N Gate — 


in the World, Men 


ä 


their Learning or Wiſdom, 


of working out their Salvation, but ra. 


ther of | excelling in Vice, and ſo in- 
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II. 1. And the very Reaſon why 
many of theſe go on ſo ſecurely in the 
broad Way, is becauſe it is broad: Not 
conſidering that this is the inſeparable 
Property of the Way to Deſtruction. 
14 [Many there be, ſaith our Lord, who go 
in thereat : | for the very Reaſon wh 
— they ſhould flee from it: Even becan 
' trait is the Gute au narrow the 7 
ve 


(12) 
the Gate of Life, he 1 72 enter into 


Glory. yy 
3. For narrow is the: Way that leadeth 
unto Life: The Way of univerſal Ho- 


lineſs. Nartow indeed is * — 2 5 | 


Poverty of Spirit, the 3 
Mourning: The Way of M es — 
that of hungring 2 thirſting after 


Righteouſneſs. Narrow is the Way of 


Mercifulneſs, of Love unfeigned 3 the 
Way of Purity of Heart; of doin 
2 unto all Men, and of gladly ſuf- 
ering Evil, all Manner "Evil for 
| Ri ighteouſneſs-ſake./ -' 0 


eee, Alis 


| * few find even the Way of Heathen 
Honeſty ? How few are there that do 


nothing to another, which they would 
not another ſhould do unto them? Ho 


few, that are clear before GO, from 


Adds either of Injuſtice ar Unkindneſs? 


Ho few, that do not offend with their 


Longue; that ſpeak” nothing unkind, 


Nothing untrue? What a {mall Pro- 
jon of Mankind, are innocent even 


of. outward: Tranſgreſfons? And how 


much ſmaller à P. ion have their 
Hearts rig ht before GO D? Clean and 
bob in 5 Sight? Where are they, 


” whom 


N 
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whom his all- ſearching Eye diſcerns to 
be truly humble t. To abhor them- 
ſelves in Duſt and Aſhes in the Preſence 
of GOD their Saviour? To be deeply 
and ſteadily ſerious, feeling their Wants, 
and paſſing tbe Time of their Sojourning 
with Fear? Truly meek and gentle, 
never overcome of Evil, but overcoming 
Evil with Good ? Throughly ” —— 
for G OD, and contin — 24 

ter 2 Renewab i in his Likeneſs? Nies 
thinly are they ſcattered over the Earth, 
whoſe Souls are inlarged in Love to all 
Mankind? And who love GOD with 
all their Strength, who have given him 
their Hearts, 1 deſire nothing elſe in 
Earth or Heaven? How few are thoſe 
Lovers of GOD and Man, that ſpend 
their whole Sti in doing G - 
to all Men? And are ready to ſuffer all 
— * yea, Death itſelf, to fave one 

m eternal Death. ?. 

5. But while ſo few are found in the 
Way of Life, and ſo _— in the Way 
of Deſtruction, there is great Danger, 
leſt the Torrent of Example, ſhould 

bear us —_— —— Even a ſingle 
Example, if it be always in our Sight, 
is _ to make _ Impreſſion 1 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
4 
| 
| 
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(14) 
us. Eſpecially when it has Nature bn 


its Side; when it falls in with our own 
Inelinations. How great then muſt be 
the Forer of ſo numerous Examples, 
continually before our Eyes; and all 
eonſpiring together with our on 
Hearts, Nm us down the Stream of 
Nature ?; Ho difficult muſt it be, to 
ſtem the Tide, and to n 
Huttei in abe, World? : 

6. What-heightcts the Difficulty fil 
more is, that they are not the rude and 
ſenſeleſs Part of Mankind, at leaf not 
theſe alone, who fet us the 
who throng the downward Way: 
the polite, the well · hred, the 
the wiſe, the Men who underſtand che 
World: The Men of! Enowicdge, cf 
deep and varidus „the ratio- 
— — . 
we ſtand againſt chaſe 2 Does not their 
Tongut drup Manna r And have they 
not learned all the Arts of ſoft Perſua- 
fion? And of reaſoning. too: For cheſe 
are verſed in all Controverſies and Strife 
of Words. It is therefore a ſmall 
with chem to prove, That the Way 1 


u, becauſc at . That he who 
_ _ follows 


(15) 

follows a Multitude, cannot do Evil, 
but only, he who will not follow them: 
That your Way, muſt be wrong, be- 
cauſe it is narrow ; and +becauſe there 
are fo few that find it, Theſe will make 
it clear, to a Demonſtration, - that Evil 
is Good, and Good is Evil: That the 
Way of Holineſs is the Way of De- 
ſtruction, and the Way of the World,, | 
the only Way to Heaven. 

21s © how can unlearned and igno- 
rant Men, maintain their Cauſe againſt 
ſuch Opponents! And yet theſe are not 
all wi whom: they: muſt contend, bow 


And. all, io hw das fron Truft 
mn GQD,. a ſure Reliance both. on his: 
yas © CC 


BD 
Power and Love, cannot but fear ro 
give any Diſguſt to thoſe, Who have 


the Power of the World in their Hands. 


What Wonder therefore if the Example 
of theſe is a _ to all who know not 
GOD? 

8. Many Rich are Uhewiſt in the 
broad Way. And theſe apply to the 
Hopes ob Men, and to all their fooliſh 
Deſires, as ſtrongly and effectually as 


the Mighty and Noble to their Fears. 
So that hardly can you hold on in the 


Way of the Kingdom, unleſs you are 
dead to all — unleſs you ate cru- 
ciſied toi the World, and the World 
eruciſied to you, unleſs you: deſire! no- 
e adorn hati CAD; 217 26 + fro dM t 

For how: dark, how uncom fort- 


| aſe how forbidding; is the Proſpect 
on the oppoſite: Side? A ſtrait Gate 


A narrow Way l And few finding that 
Gate! Few: walking in the Way. Be- 
ſides, even thoſe few; are not wiſe Men, 
not Men of Learning or Eloquence. 
They are not able to reaſon either ſtrong- 
ay? or clearly; they cannot propoſe an 
to any Advantage. They 


know not roy prove what they pro- 
8 98 * my * even 15 


—— , 


there is nothing at all to be feared from 
them: And there is nothing at all to 


(19:3 


they ſay they experience. Surely ſuch 
Advocates as they. will never recom- 


mend, but rather diſcredit the Gaul 
they have ef pouſed. | 

210. Add ee to this, that they are not 
noble, not honourable Men: (if | 
were, you might bear with their Folly.) 
They are Men of no Intereſt, no Au- 
thority, of no Account in the World. 
They are mean and baſe, low in Life ; 
nd ſuch as have no Power, if they 
had ad the Will to hurt you. Therefore 


hope. For the greater Part of them 
may ſay, Silver and Gold have I none: 


At leaſt a very moderate Share. Nay, 


ſome of 45 have ſcarce Food to eat 


or Raiment to put on. For this Rea- 
fon, as well as becauſe their Ways are 


not like thoſe of other Men, t hey 
every where ſpoken againſt, are 
ſed, have 3 Names caſt out as — { 


are variouſly perſecuted, and treated as 
the Filth and Offscouring of the World. 


So that both your Fears, your Ho 


and.all your Deſires, (except tho which 
you have immediately from G0 PD) 
- yea, all. your. natural Paſſions continu» 


9 ally 
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I incline you to return into the broad 


ay. 
III. f. Therefore it is, that our Lord 
ſo earneſtly exhorts, Enter ye in at the 
Aruit Gate.” Or (as the fame Exhorta- 
ous is elſewhere expreſſed) Strive to en- 
© nie onde. Strive as in an 
xv ao hy. For many, ſaith our Lord, ſhall 
fork to enter in, indolentiy frive, and 
Hall not be able. 
. Tis erue, he intimates whnt may 
— mother Reaſon for this, for their 
able to emer in, in the Words 
iately follow theſe. For 
after he had faid, Many, I ſay unto you, 
os E to enter in, and ſball not be able, 
ubjoins, Fben ente the Muſter of 


155 Hoſe is riſen up and hath ſhut to 


the Door, aud ye begin ro and without 
bee e ud, Rather, Ze ftand with- 


ow; 2 


ho n knock at the 
Tor n unto us : 

He Aalener, and fay Drs your, I know 

you not.” Depart from me all ye Workers 
ks Ta Like xiii. 26, G. 

may a upon a tranſient 

View of theſe ords, that their delay- 

"ng to ſeek at . rather than their 

Manner 


0 Fey ys 
Manner of fecking, was the fen un 
why they were not able to enter in- 
But it comes, in Effect, to the ſame 
Thing. They were therefore comman- 
ded to depart,. becauſe they had been 
Workers of Iniquity,. becauſe: they had 


walked in the broad Road: In other 
Words, Becauſe they had not agoni- 
zed to enter in at the ſtrait Gate. 
Probably they did /eek; before the 
Door was ſhut : But that did not ſuf- 
fice. And they did „rive, after the 
Door was ſhut. But then it was too 


late. | Atte 
Ariue ye now in this 


4. Therefore, 
your Day, to enter in at the ſtrait Gate. 
And in order hereto, ſettle it in your 
Heart, and kt it be ever uppermoft 


in your Thoughts, That if you are in 


a broad Way, you are in the Way 
that leadeth to Peſtruction. If many 
80 with you, as ſure as GOD is true, 
th they and you are going to Hell. 

I you are walking as the Generali- 
of Men walk, you are walking to 
bottomleſs PR. Are many wiſe, 
many rich, many mighty or noble tra- 
velling with you in- the fame wy 


5 
ö 
} 
| 
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By this Token, without going any far- 
ther, you know, it ; not lead to 
Life. Here is a ſhort, a plain, an in- 
fallible Rule, before you enter into Par- 
ticulars. In whatever Profeſſion you 
are engaged, you muſt be ſingular or 


be damn'd. The Way to Hell hass 


nothing ſingular in it; but the Way 
to Heaven is Singularity all over: If 
you move but one Step towards GOD, 
you are not as other Men are. But 
regard not this. Tis far better to 
ſtand alone, than to fall into the Pit. 
Run then with Patience the Race which 
is ſet before thee, though thy Com- 
panions therein are but few. They 
will not always be ſo. - Yet a little 
while and thou wilt come to an innu- 
merable Company of Angels, to the gene- 
ral Aſſembly and Church of ' the Firſt- 
born, and to the Spirits of juſt Men made 
8. Naw then ftrive to enter in at the 
Arait Gate, being penetrated. with the 
deepeſt Senſe, of the inexpreſſible Dan- 
ger your Soul is in, fo, long as you 


d te in a broad Way: So long as you 
ate void of Poyerty of Spirit and all 


that 


621) 
that inward Religion which the Many, 
the Rich, the Wiſe account. Madneis. 
Strive ta enter in, being pierced with 
Sorrow and Shame, for having ſo long 
run on with the unthinking Crowd, ut- 
terly neglecting if not  deſpiſing; that 
Hatineſs,. witbaut which nd Man can ſee 
the LORD, Sirive as in an Agony of 
holy Fear, leſt, 4a Promiſe being made 
you af entering into bis Reſt;, even that 
Reft which remainethᷣ for the People of 
GOD); you ſhould nevertheleſs come ſhort 
of it. Strive in all the Fervour of De- 

with Groanings which cannot be ut- 
tered. Strive by Prayer without cea-- 
ſing, at all Times, in all Places lift- 
ing up your Heart to GOD, and gi- 
ving him no Reſt, till you awake up 
after his Likeneſs: and are ſatisfied: with 

it. | | 
6. To conclude: Strive to enter in 
— at the ſtrait Gate, not only by this 
Agony of Soul, of Conviction, of Sor- 
row, of Shame, of Deſire, of Fear, of 
unceaſing Prayer, but likewiſe by or- 
dering thy Converſation right, by walking 
with all thy Strength, in all the Ways 
of G O D, the Way of On 
iety 


tliy own Will, i all Things, and take | 
p thy daily. Be ready to cut | 
of Tand,” to pluck out thy 
right Eye and eaſt it from thee: To ſut- 
fer the:Loſs of Goods, Friends, Health, 
all Things on Earth, ſo thou m 
enter into the Kingdom of Heaven. 
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